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Examples of Mercury Polices & Documented Practices 
 

 
Reference: http://www.masco.org/mercury/phase2/index.html 
 
MWRA / MASCO MERCURY WORK GROUP 
PHASE II MERCURY MANAGEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE 
MERCURY MANAGEMENT GUIDEBOOK (May 1999) 

From the Guidebook: 

Guidebook Purpose and Content 

This Guidebook is a product of the Phase II MWRA/MASCO Mercury Work Group, Mercury Management 
Subcommittee, Mercury Management Plan Subgroup. It can be used as a reference by industrial facility 
owners in the development of a Mercury Management Plan to solve sewer discharge compliance 
problems. The plan of action may involve initiation of a source reduction program or enhancement of an 
existing one, and it may also involve implementation of an industrial wastewater pretreatment strategy.  

This Guidebook is intended to help owners of industrial facilities to understand the process of identifying, 
reducing, and eliminating sources of mercury; provide information on methods for monitoring and treating 
mercury discharges; and present industry-specific case studies on mercury sources and successful 
control programs. Several subject areas and processes are highlighted that may help MWRA-permitted 
sewer dischargers to find solutions to mercury compliance problems. 

The Mercury Management Subcommittee of the MWRA/MASCO Mercury Work Group hopes that this 
Mercury Management Guidebook will be a valuable and practical tool for many facilities, providing insight 
into the many variables associated with creating and successfully implementing a comprehensive 
Mercury Management Plan. 

Sutter Health’s Policy for Mercury‐free Purchasing 

http://www.premierinc.com/safety/topics/mercury/downloads/sample‐mercury‐free‐purchasing‐policy.pdf

 

Examples of Mercury Purchasing Language 
 Source: Sustainable Hospitals Project 
 http://www.sustainablehospitals.org/HTMLSrc/IP_Merc_Tools_Purchpolicy.html

 

Mercury Free Resolution and Purchasing Policy 
SOURCE:Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center 
  
DHMC endorsed a resolution to be a "mercury free" facility. (See below). The resolution states: 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that DHMC should discontinue the purchase of new mercury 
containing equipment where other non‐hazardous alternatives are available such as aneroid 
sphygmomanometers and non‐mercury thermometers, and that existing mercury devices should 
be replaced with non‐hazardous devices whenever possible, and strongly encourages the 
elimination or reduction of mercury and mercury compounds in any process or procedure 

Sample mercury policies for hospitals 

http://www.premierinc.com/safety/topics/mercury/downloads/sample-mercury-free-purchasing-policy.pdf
http://www.sustainablehospitals.org/HTMLSrc/IP_Merc_Tools_Purchpolicy.html
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performed at DHMC. 
  
 In support of this resolution, DHMC has adopted the following purchasing policy: 

1. DHMC will inform manufacturers, vendors, and group purchasing organizations (GPOs) of 
its non‐mercury purchasing policy, and will encourage them to identify and label 
products containing mercury, and to offer non‐mercury alternative products whenever 
feasible alternatives exist that do not compromise patient care. 
  

2. Supplier shall represent and warrant in the purchase agreement and with the submission 
of this Policy that the products proposed to be furnished under any purchase agreement 
do not contain mercury. 
  

3. If the products proposed do contain mercury, it must be identified and listed in an 
exhibit to this Policy. Supplier shall specify the amount of mercury contained in any 
products listed in this exhibit and indicate if a feasible mercury‐free alternative is 
available. 

  
  
A Resolution in Support of a Mercury Free Initiative 
Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center  
  
WHEREAS elemental mercury and mercury compounds are known to be hazardous to human 
health and the environment and are a potential source of exposure to patients, visitors and staff, 
and 
  
WHEREAS the DHMC Hazard Communication Policy and the "List Of Highly Restricted Hazardous 
Materials" requires consideration of less hazardous alternatives, and 
  
WHEREAS DHMC has experienced 69 mercury spills since 1994 resulting in a cost of $25,800 for 
cleanup, labor and disposal costs, and 
  
WHEREAS mercury continues to be a dangerous and persistent pollutant recognized as a bio‐
accumulative toxin and is largely responsible for federal advisories against the consumption of 
fish, and 
  
WHEREAS DHMC is participating in the "AHA/EPA Memorandum of Understanding" process to 
eliminate mercury from health care, and 
  
WHEREAS EPA New England is encouraging hospitals in the region to participate in the "Mercury 
Challenge Program" to find alternatives to using mercury in health care equipment and products, 
and 
  
WHEREAS the state of New Hampshire "Mercury Reduction Strategy" report identifies the health 

Sample mercury policies for hospitals 
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care industry as a major source of mercury pollution, and 
  
WHEREAS the DHMC Statement of Environmental Principles confirms DHMC's commitment to 
improving environmental management throughout the organization, and that DHMC will 
manage, minimize and eliminate, whenever possible, the use of hazardous materials, and  
  
WHEREAS DHMC continues to be committed to the health and welfare of the people and 
communities we serve and the environment we all share, and 
  
WHEREAS there are recognized and widely accepted alternatives to mercury and mercury 
containing devices in health care. 
  
NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED that the Environmental Resources Committee and the 
Safety Committee hereby supports, endorses and commends all efforts consistent with 
institutional goals and financial considerations to eliminate and/or reduce mercury use at DHMC.
  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that DHMC should discontinue the purchase of new mercury 
containing equipment where other non‐hazardous alternatives are available such as aneroid 
sphygmomanometers and non‐mercury thermometers, and that existing mercury devices should 
be replaced with non‐hazardous devices whenever possible, and strongly encourages the 
elimination or reduction of mercury and mercury compounds in any process or procedure 
performed at DHMC. 
  
  

____________________________  _______________ 

Chairperson, ERC   

____________________________  _______________ 

Chairperson, Safety Committee   

  
  
  

Mercury Reduction 
SOURCE: Kaiser Permanente 
  
Kaiser Permanente is committed to minimizing the amount of mercury utilized in its operations, 
and desires to avoid the acquisition of products that contain mercury whenever feasible 
alternatives exist that do not compromise patient care. 
  
Supplier shall represent and warrant in the purchase agreement and with the submission of this 
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Proposal that the products proposed to be furnished under any Agreement do not contain 
mercury, except as identified and listed in an exhibit to this Proposal. Supplier shall specify the 
amount of mercury contained in any products listed in this exhibit and indicate in the Proposal if 
a feasible mercury‐free alternative is available. 
 
  
  

Purchasing Procedure Mercury Abatement Policy 
Source: Butterworth Hospital 
  
The Purchasing Department will make every attempt to not purchase any product that contains 
mercury. This list of products includes, but is not limited to, sphygmomanometers, diffusion 
pumps, esophageal, and mercury electrodes. 
  
The Purchasing staff will work with the requisitioning department to find alternate products to 
acquire in place of the products that contains mercury. For example, Disposable thermometers 
will be replaced by digital thermometers or disposable temperature strips. Mercury filled 
sphygmomanometers will be replaced with digital sphygmomanometers. 
  
The environmental Services Director will be notified if the mercury containing product has to be 
purchased because there is no substitute product available. 
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	VII-3 ATSDR ResidentialSpillCleanup.pdf
	Never use a vacuum cleaner or broom to clean up the spill.  
	A vacuum cleaner or broom will break the mercury into smaller drops and spread it around more.  Tiny mercury droplets will settle throughout the area, increasing the spread of the mercury in the room.  The droplets will evaporate faster and increase your chance of breathing high levels of mercury vapor.  They will be harder to clean up.  
	Never pour mercury down a drain.  
	The mercury can become lodged in the “p” traps and may continue to vaporize into the room.  Mercury can also pollute septic tanks or wastewater-treatment plants.
	Never allow people who are wearing mercury-contaminated shoes or clothing to walk around the house.  
	This will help limit the spread of spilled mercury.
	Never use a washing machine to launder clothing or other items that may have come in contact with mercury.  
	Mercury can contaminate the washer and/or pollute sewage.  Throw all clothing that came in contact with liquid mercury in the trash.  If mercury is visible on the 
	clothing take it to your local household hazardous waste collection site for disposal. Wash clothing or other items that were exposed to mercury vapor during the cleanup, but did not get mercury directly on them.  
	Step 1.  Isolate the spill and ventilate the area right away.
	The person who will clean up the spill should have everyone else, especially children, leave the spill area, including pets.    Don’t let anyone walk through the mercury on their way out.  
	Open all windows and doors that open to the outside of the house. 
	Close all doors between the room where the mercury was spilled and the rest of the house.  
	Close all cold air returns so that mercury vapor is not carried throughout the house. 
	Turn down heaters and turn up single-room air conditioners, but don’t use central air conditioning.  
	Use fans to blow mercury-contaminated air outside.  Turn off fans that do not blow air to the outside.  
	Step 2:  Get the items needed to clean up a small mercury spill.
	You will need the following items:
	1.   4 or 5 zipper-top plastic bags
2.   trash bags (2 to 6 mm thick) 
3.   rubber, nitrile or latex gloves
4.   paper towels
5.   cardboard or squeegee
6.   eye dropper
7.   duct tape, or shaving cream and small paint brush
8.   flashlight
9.   powdered sulfur (optional)
	Pick up any broken pieces of glass and place them on a paper towel.  Fold the paper towel, place it in a zipper-top bag, and seal the bag.
	Clean up the beads of mercury.  Use a squeegee or cardboard to slowly roll the beads onto a sheet of paper.  An eye dropper can also be used to collect the beads. Slowly squeeze mercury from the eye dropper onto a damp paper towel. Put the paper towel, paper, eye dropper, or anything else that has mercury on it, into a zipper-top bag, and seal the bag.  
	Step 3 continued…
	Step 4:  Look for mercury that may have been missed during the cleanup.  
	Take a flashlight, hold it at a low angle close to the floor in a darkened room, and look for additional glistening beads of mercury that may be sticking to the surface or in small cracks.  Note: Mercury can move 
	surprising distances on hard and flat surfaces, so be sure to carefully
	inspect the entire room when you are searching.
	Step 5:  Remove contaminated carpet and throw away.  
	Place outside the house in a safe place until household trash is picked up.
	Step 6:  Remove mercury from shoes, clothing, and skin.
	If mercury had touched your skin, shoes or clothing, remain still and have someone bring you a plastic trash bag and wet paper towels. Wipe off any visible beads of mercury with the wet paper towels and then put them into the trash bag.  Remove contaminated shoes and clothing and place them in a trash bag.  Seal that bag and place it in another bag.	
	Step 7:  Properly dispose of contaminated cleanup materials.  
	Place all materials used in the cleanup, including gloves, in a trash bag. Place the zipper-top bags that contain mercury and other objects into the trash bag. Close and seal the trash bag and place it in a safe place outside your house.  Label the bag as directed by your local health or 
	fire department. 		
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